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Suggested Reading List for Grades 11 & 12

The Works of C.S. Lewis

Mere Christianity (1952)

A compilation and enlargement of the BBC broadcast talks in which Lewis defends Christianity. It is one of the most cogent
defenses of Christianity in the last century.

The Screwtape Letters (1942, Screwtape Proposes a Toast added in 1961)

Originally published in a British newspaper, The Screwtape Letters became an instant success because of its insight into the human
condition and the temptations humans encounter. Written in a creative and ingenious way, The Screwtape Letters is a compilation of
letters from a devil named Screwtape to his nephew Wormwood, an inexperienced tempter. This is perhaps one of Lewis's most
successful works.

A Grief Observed (1961)

After the death of Lewis's wife Joy Davidman, Lewis struggled with his grief. Writing A Grief Observed was cathartic for the widower,
but he was ashamed of his struggles with grief. With the hope that none would stumble on account of his questions, he initially
published it under the pseudonym, N. W. Clerk. It is a work which continues to inspire those struggling with issues relating to the
loss of a loved one.

Surprised By Joy: The Shape of My Early Life (1955)

In this unique but limited autobiography, Lewis describes his development from childhood and teen years through to his
conversion. Citing his education in classic literature, his fascination with myth, and formative events in his early life, Lewis sets the
stage for his search for joy.

The Great Divorce: A Drama (1945)

Inspired by Dante's Inferno, Lewis wrote his own fictitious rendering of hell. The narrator takes a bus ride to the netherworld to be
led by Lewis's "Virgil," George MacDonald. Insightful and witty, Lewis pinpoints the foundations of hell and those who are in it.
Out of the Silent Planet (1938)

The first of Lewis's space-trilogy. In this story, Ransom is kidnapped by a mad scientist named Dr. Weston who takes him to Mars
as a sacrifice to the native Martians. Followed by Perelandra, and That Hideous Strength.

Perelandra: A Novel (1943)

The second of Lewis's space-trilogy. Ransom is taken to Venus (what the natives call Perelandra), and is witness to a parallel of
Earth's Garden of Eden. Instead of Satan as a snake, tempting the uncorrupted, the evil intruder is the mad scientist, Dr. Weston.
That Hideons Strength: A Modern Fairy-Tale for Grown-Ups (1945)

The third and final of Lewis's space-trilogy. Back in England, we find scientist friends of Weston starting an institute which parallels
the Tower of Babel. Their founding of the institute, N.I.C.E. (National Institute of Co-ordinated Experiments), is an organization
whose aim it is to control all aspects of nature.

The Pilgrim's Regress: An Allegorical Apology for Christianity, Reason and Romanticism (1933)

Lewis's version of John Bunyan's Pifgrim's Progress. Part autobiographical, and part allegory, Lewis's "Christian," John, finds himself
on a journey to the enchanted island, encountering various modern philosophies which hinder him as he goes.

Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer (1964)

The last of Lewis's works. Lewis writes as one writing letters to a close friend on the subject of prayer.
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